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ISRAEL REBORN

The recstablishment of the S3ate of lsmel and S rl:lu._guiil-
cemt nchievements in is Arst two decades are the proguct moed
of twenty years bul of twenty centuries. For 2,06} venrs, Jews
cverywhere dreami of the restoration of Zien ond the retumn
al the people to its land,

This was expressed im prayer, in the daily peactices, in the
holsday ceiebrations, and in the songs the lews sang through-
owt the ages.

It aclicved fs greatest crescendo when, urder the impact
of oppression and persecution in the lands of the dispersion,
the dream of the return to Zion became the active objective
of the Fionist Movement, It wos tronslated into an Emme-
diate personil r{;pnnr.'ihi'liu.' I1!.' the kalrzier who thunll:.'
went up to the land to reclaim its waste places and by theie
own labor to lay the foundations of the reborn Jewish Stane,

It is this yearning, these hopes, these ideals, that are the
saul of the songs comprising this musical tribute 1o Tsrael’s
20th Anniversary., Coupled with them is also the spint of
those who have had o fght for Iemel's independence, who
have had 1o constanily defend her secunty, and who achieved
such a angular victory in the Six-Day War of last June

These songs aré presented through the magnificent wodce
of one who has been the troubadour of this rebinth for the
lengih of lsrael's life. His concerts in lsrael and throughout
the Jewish diasporo—in America, Europe and South Amer-
ica—his twenty albums of recordings, hove warmed homes

nnd copcert halls with a blend of robusiness and dalicacy
that are 3 perfect expression of the tender and heroic spirit
thot is Israel. From felklore 1o art song in Yiddish and in
Hebrew, Sidar Belarsky has brooght the l.liy.'iFI“rj: of am
apera srfiger and the soul of a Hassid to each sacred moment

For these songs are not random sclections: each ope fe-
flects & different faced of the sparkling brilllance of lsrnel's
nchicvement. And they are recreated here, in new arrange-
menis, by a man whosa vakse made many of these songs the
living accompaniment of Rsracl's struggle

MUSIC DIRECTOR.: VLADIMIR HEIFETZ
VIOLINIST: OSCAR RAVINA

CELLIST: BERNARDO ALTMANN
NOTES BY AVRAHAM SOLTES

SIDE ONL

1. Vhi¥Yerushalayim Ircha (79 avsovvsy Alter

The dream of a retara to Zlon saturated the iraditionnl
prayers of pensrations: “Renen o ferusalem, Thy olty,
(8 Crowd, amd mumy Thy presence dwel! therein ar Thow e
prosised, in @ city erermally rebratle”

I, Ur Tdion (pes ) Vilensky

Ki Mitrion (1van 29 Amiran
David establiched Jerusalem ps the copitnd of [smel; bl
it was Ienlah who graced it with special charsster: the
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fountainhead of the Jewish ideali of kearning and of peace,
"Lt i, o bp e Serwnalem, for our of Sion coweth forth
Torah amd word of lfe.”

3. Yam Lid (7*% o Yehuda Halevi—arr. Bonime

Babylonlans and Romans drove the Jews oul of Jerusalem;
they coubd never drive Jerusakem out of the heart of the
Jew. Thiowpgh nineteen centuries of exile, Jewsdanve con-
timanlly been moved to leave all their canthly goods, deeie
professional achicvements. their friends and their homes
miidd qurn thelr eyes and their feet towards fion. The most
gifted of these medieval Olfm was Yebudah Halesd, prom-
ment Spanish physicinn, poet and philosopher, Ambd the
turbulent waves of the MeEierronean, he meditates on the
meaning of what he haos dose, Hayim Nohman Bialik, a
master of Hebrew and Yiddish, fred the imagination of
the Fast Furopean masses by rendering Halewi's wivid
virees into the spoken tongus

4. Nachki Sachki PR PR Tgh;mi:-h.]w;k}r_

Folklore
In the aw i."E.l'.'ﬂl.n;.il_ natioeal comicsiuiineds of the furn of the
century: the prayers and dreams of gravbeards becaume the
vision of idealistic youth, “Lough ar alf my dreams, bug |
il helfeve in fhe .'E|':||.Hr of mear: { bave wod rolid Y siial
it polden call of dopbe” S, in 1822 wmte Saol
Tehernichovsiy, @ 17 vear old student, in passboaate He.
brew werses. I thar day, shall my own praple revive; d
new pencrarion Wil oriee, casr of 00 clabis dmd see fhe
fehie.” The Hebrew rhythms are those of the Dinspora, bt
ihee vision was fullilled and Iarael Rebarm

5. Hava Leveynim (ooaay van Pen—7Feira
Many sweet dreams, like Mimay ships, have been shattered
ofl the hard rock of reality, The Land of Tergel was oot a
poradise of'milk and boney. 1t bunied oul 1o beg treekess
morass of swamp and sand, plagued by it and disease,
Linly by poining shoalder 1o shoulder in the practical ideal
lwm of collective effort could homes be built ard farms
catablished: “Pass wp dbe bricks, there 07 @ miomen o
lose, Labor without firing, for every wall we erect. builds
i it

6. Venlai (v Rachel—Sharel
Wonder of wonders—If worked] As ihe |||IIE|.':.I: joriaey
beging with a single step, the remaissance of lsrsel was
boan in the day-to-day chores of seliles young people, who
redliscovered thenwelves in pitting their intelligence and
delermination agalnst the gnity profloma of Engabion amd
dramnape, of plamting and horvest

“I1 H'drll_'.' I, who arose Berd of daws to work in the e
of tive porden?® Ir i readly § owhe Ned my volee In somg,
dtep @ wiapon [adean with sheaves® fr it all real, or orly
a dream?™

SIDE TWO

7. Olim (o) Shenberg—Postolsky
The builiders knew that they built not for themselves alone,
AS the erooked cross spread 8 stro 1% ir||_l fentacles aoross
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Euwrope and the refugees of the holocawst pounded des-
perately on the doom of the Jewish Mational Home, the
Yichwy organised itsell to lnnd and obhsoeh its brothers in
e face of the opposition of the Mandatery Fower,
Through raging sens, in the Black of moonks=s nights, they
waded oud o wintry waber 1o bring their battered brothers
hwoamee,

8. Shir HaChamisha (nvnnn 9o Shalom—7elra
A in cvery proneenng land, life gave quick rise to legends.
Whea the numbers are fow and the peab are great, overy
mnn musi be o hero, f the dream is fo survive, S0 men
who had comverted roeks to gardens klt their well-earmed
hevmes aned families 1o prepare the growmd For others. Many
never retarmed, But, says the kepend, if you pass h-]. (1F
hill they were readying for seftlement, you can hear their
hammers pounding. pounding all |hmu|:'_h e ||.|lg‘h|_

9. Sadol ShebaEmek (pryze mimey Ben Chaim
Ag each challenpe was met, new onei ericd oul [or alten-
lien. The swamps of the Emek and the Sharon plain
yichled 1heir bogs 1o orchards and gandens. Laughing chal-
dren replnced bazing mosquitoss in the Huleh, and wheat
ficlds and fish ponds covered the cold guicksamd of fear
and diseass with & joveus qualt of freieflness

10, El HaMegev (210 530 Rimon—"1indlin

The swamps rejuvenated, the Nepev nwaited its redesmers
—the dry barren southland wibere random Bedowin pitched
their prmitive pgoathsir temts, Almost hall of the new
winte’s ares, the Nepev once supported a semiourban civili-
ration. With the skills of science and the agst af lve i
could be made 1o blossom again; and the rose and ‘he
peach wonbd iplave the thorn amd the briag the shovel
and the mame would dig copper and plass oul of ths
rocky hillle. &

11. Tkash Mg:‘hhu (NaND W) Truri—Wald
' rebuilding®ol the romed dignity of o lond and bis
inhabitants way tnsk enowgh for any people. But 35 in the
dayd of i“-'ch:_.'l'_.uh. !!IE} baili with only ome hand; e
||-'I|:.||.'r was forded o wicld the sword. Yer the descendants
of a dreamer who saw the day when "Men would bea
fedr sworgs e plogpistares,” refused 0 be debased
T4 |h.'u|.5]l.: of milizarisis. They dicl ndt hdlaby their sons
for sleep with dreams of wartime ghoey; their songs long
for the quick relurn to peace,

2, Yernshalayim Shel Fahay (ant 59 oo

Shemer

I'he breathtaking climax of lsrael's 20th year was, us-
questionably, the restoration of Jerusalem as the undivided
copial of the lewish stage, This cty, whikh had become
a symbol of the power of a dream 1o conguer tims and
space and oppression, wai suddenly, unbelicvably ours.
A simple song, composed bui & month before the reunkon,
became the wiigs apon swhich Uhe souli of the Jewish
poofile soared I owe, in worderment and in thanksgiving.
lit swept onil from ihe throass of the soldicrs a1 the Wall 1o
the lips of the children im the streets, 1o the hearts of Jews
the world aver: Jerusalem, would that we Were harps,
warthy af yoor mn.gr



