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A WEDDING IN SHTETL

SHH, HERE COMES THE BRIDE
TWO LOVEBIRDS

SHH, HERE COMES THE GROOM
OY VEH, PAPA

YOSSELE AND FEIGELE

A WEDDING IN SHTETL

GET OUT!

I'M LEAVING MY PARENTS
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ACT ONE

All the followers of the Rabbi of Trisk were setting ready*for the wedding of the Rabbi’s
voungest son, Yossele, to Feigele, a match made at birth. Everybody was excited, except
Shimon, Reuven and Levi, the Rabbi's sons from a previous marriage. Shimon begged his
brothers not to allow Yossele to inherit the seat of the Rabbinate, or to marry Feigele,
because he, Shimon, the first-born, was really entitled to these honors, He found a way to
upsel Yossele’s well-made plans upon discovering that the groom-to-be had been appearing
with a troupe of Yiddish actors on his way home from a visit to his Uncle Shalom. The
leading actress, Regina, had influenced Yossele to replace an indisposed actor; but when
she tried to influence Yossele to forget about the Rabbinate and become a professional
actor, he fled.

Luckily for Shimon, Yossele’s step-brother, the troupe was performing in Trisk at that time,
and he caught Yossele with Regina as she again tried to influence him to return to acting.
Yossele admitted the whole story andbessedShimon not to tell their father. Shimon agreed
to “help', but, at the same time, he dictated a letter to Yossele, which he promised to give
to Regina. The contents of the letter told of Yossele's true love for his bride and his wish
to marry. Cunningly, Shimon changed Regina’s name to Feigele's at the beginning of the
letter, and gave it to her a few minutes before the wedding. Feigele now believed that
Yossele planned to clope with the actress after the ceremony. However, she agreed to
attend the wedding ceremony in order to humiliate Yossele in public just as he had
intended to shame her.

As the wedding began, the troupe of actors appeared to wish the couple Mazel Tov! At this
moment Shimon told his father of Yosseles past adventures with the troupe. Yossele
admitted the fact but, in his defense, claimed that an evil spirit had made him do it. All this
was to no avail, and the Rabbi drove Yossele out of his home.

ACT TWO

A year had passed, and the troupe was performing in a neighboring town. Yossele, who had
no choice but to join the travelling band, had become the star. In spite of his financial and
theatrical success, he was unhappy, and all he wanted to do was to return home, to his
bride and parents. He wrote to his family, but received no reply to his letters, One day his
three brothers appeared and told the star to stop writing letters, for, as far as the family
was concerned, he was dead, A friendly Jewish doctor, who was in love with Regina, tried
to help Yossele by travelling to Trisk, where he found Shimon had been up to his old
tricks, Iving apain. Actually, the rabbi sent Shimon to ask Yossele to return home. When
the rabbi finally learned the truth, he welcomed his long-lost son with open arms, and
everyone celebrated Yossele’s and Feigele's wedding, the wedding in the shtetl, and
everyone lived happily ever after.
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