


Di goldene khasene/ Der alter tsigayner
(The Golden Wedding/ The Old Gypsy). Juilliard-graduate Abe Ellstein wrote
these two freylekhs (happy tunes) for the Yiddish theater.

Bay mir bistu sheyn (By Me You Look Grand).

Sholem Secunda wrote the music. Jacob Jacobs wrote the Yiddish lyrics. The
Andrews Sisters, using English words by Sammy Cahn, made it the number one
song of 1938.

Max’s Bulgar. The intro is a kale bazetsn (seating of the bride) from the
repertoire of clarinetist Dave Tarras. The bulgar (fast dance) is from clarinetist
Max Epstein’s work.

Tsena, Tsena/ Am Yisrael Chai (Come Out, Come out/ The Jewish People Live).
Issachar Miron’s “Tsena, Tsena” is from Mandate Palestine. The Weavers
introduced it to America in 1950. “Am Yisrael Chai” is a Hasidic pop song.

Doina, in Romanian and Yiddish, means a free-rhythm, structured
improvisation. This doina — modeled after Naftule Brandwine — is followed by
a khosidl (a moderate tempo, 2/4 dance), and the tune “Lechu Neranena” (O
Come, Let Us Sing), which is a bulgar (fast dance).

Vi bistu geveyzn far prohibition?
(Where Were You Before Prohibition?)
This melody is based on a folk song. Kapelye, among others, has recorded it.

Sirba, generically, is a Romanian dance, featuring triplets over 2/4 rhythms.
Tumbalalaika, a Yiddish folk song from Russia, poses the riddle: what can burn

without being consumed? The answer: love. The chorus says, “Play, balalaika.
Let’s be happy.”



9 Araber Tants (Arab Dance) is a modification of a Greek tune. It has a terkish
(Turkish), habanera-like rhythm. Clarinetist Naftule Brandwine recorded it in
1926.

10 16 Tons. Clevelander Mickc? Katz wrote this parody. In 1955 Tennessee Ernie
Ford recorded the original version, written by Merle Travis. “The balebos (boss)
promised me a real gedile (glory)/ instead of gedile I catched me a kile (hernia).”

11 Szodl a kakas mar (The Rooster is Crowing) was a favorite of Hungarian Jews.
This tune is followed by a czardas suite: Kalapom, kalapom (My Head, My Head),
concluding with a friss (fast section).

12 Romania, Romania. Yiddish theater star Aaron Lebedeff popularized this look
back at the mameligele (corn meal pudding), pastramele (pastrami), karnatsele
(sausage) and wine of the Old Country.
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Special thanks to our families; dance leaders Daniel Ducoff and Alice
Stratton; our alternate drummer, Michael Goldentsveyg, and alternate
bassist, Joey Pavlovitch; Joel O'Sickey; Greg Selker; and Jack Saul.
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YIDDISHE CUP KLEZMER BAND

Bert Stratton....clarinet, harmonica
Irwin Weinberger....vocals, guitar, mandolin
Steve Greenman....violin
Walt Mahovlich....accordion

Alan Douglass....acoustic bass, piano,
cello, backup vocals

Craig Woodson....drums, percussion

KLEZMER IS THE JEWISH BLUES. It speaks to us, even if we don't
understand half the Yiddish words. Some people wear “klezmer” as a
badge of ethnic pride. I do!

Klezmer means “village musician” in Yiddish. The music is a hybrid of
Eastern European Jewish folk music, American swing, Yiddish theater
tunes and Israeli horas.

Klezmer began in medieval Europe. In America, immigrant Jewish
musicians adapted this music to American swing and Dixieland. This
Americanized klezmer music flourished up through the 1940s, but then —
as younger Jews desired to appear more “American” — the music faded.

That's history.

Nowadays, Jews and gentiles are playing klezmer. For one thing, it's

_ good music.

—DBert Stratton L
%‘}‘— bandleader y\C
For more information:

Yiddishe Cup Klezmer Band
Cleveland » (216) 932-3586 » www.yiddishecup.com
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Di goldene khasene/ Der alter tsigayner 3:28
>) Bay mir bistu sheyn 4:22
3) Max’s Bulgar 4:55
1) Tsena, Tsena/ Am Yisrael Chai 3:00
5) Doina 4:35
o Vi bistu geveyzn far prohibition? 3:38
7 Sirba 3:47 e (s) Tumbalalaika 3:47
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1) Sz6l a kakas mar 3:31
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